












7

O
B

ITS (con
t.)

a memorial service at the United Methodist Church, 
his ashes were taken to the town’s railroad depot, 
where they were loaded onto the 90-year-old steam 
engine for one last ride.  A black wreath was placed on 
the front of the engine.  At Enterprise the procession 
continued by car to the cemetery, where a Dixieland 
brass band provided a New Orleans-style dirge.  His 
ashes, wrapped in one of his flannel shirts, were buried 
near his pioneer forbearers.  His wife, a daughter, and 
a sister, Alice Anne Schmidt, A55, survive Fred.

Yong Jun Shin, A58, of San Francisco, CA, died 
September 10, 2008. No other information is 
available.

Aloha Faye (Kraus) Preston, FF, of Emporia died at 
age 91 on December 9, 2009.  Mrs. Preston was 
head of the women’s physical education department 
at the College of Emporia from 1951 through 1972.  
Upon arriving at C of E, she increased the number of 
courses offered to women in the physical education 
department.  Among the courses offered in 1951 were 
archery, square dancing, swimming and basketball.  
She had a bachelor’s and master’s degree from Emporia 
State.  After leaving C of E, she and her sister owned 
and operated the A & J Ceramic Shop in Emporia.  
Her husband, Bill, predeceased her.  A son, two sisters 
and two grandchildren survive her. 

Donald Ray Edmiston, A59, died Saturday, January 
23, 2010, at his home in Americus, KS, at age 72.  He 
joined the U.S. Navy in 1959 and retired from the 
Navy in 1982.  He lived in Las Vegas, NV, 20 years 
before returning to his hometown of Americus.  He 
retired (3rd time) in 2008.  He is survived by his wife, 3 

sons, a sister, three brothers including Richard (Rich) 
Edmiston, A67, of Auburn, KS, 6 grandchildren, and 
one great-granddaughter.

John J. “Jack” Mitchell, A59, of Emporia died November 
18, 2009, at age 74.  Jack was a former President of 
the College of Emporia Alumni Association and was a 
leader in the ongoing effort to keep the Fighting Presby 
spirit alive.  He obtained his master’s degree from 
Emporia State and his doctorate from the University 
of Kansas.  Jack was a mathematics professor, Dean of 
Men, Dean of Students and Registrar at C of E.  His 
wife, Maxine (White) Mitchell, A54, a sister, Alice 
“Pat” (Mitchell) Walters, A54, four children, four 
grandchildren and four step-grandchildren survive 
him.  Memorial contributions may be made to The 
College of Emporia Scholarship Fund.

Jane (McMullen) Reinhart, X63, of Quilcene, WA, 
passed away, surrounded by close friends and family, 
on August 17, 2009, at age 67.  Janie came to C of 
E from Slater, Missouri.  She stayed for three years 
and then transferred to the University of Missouri 
where she received her degree in education.  Jane 
worked with her husband, Dr. Ronald Reinhart, in 
his internal medicine and dermatology practice.  He 
survives her along with their three daughters and six 
grandchildren.

Lucia Ann (Dunn) Rogerson, X66, formerly of 
Hagerstown, MD, passed away September 25, 2009, 
after a long battle with M.S.  She was born May 
23, 1944.  Her husband, Dr. Edward S. Rogerson, 
survives her.
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Check It Out!
Stop right here.  Before you read any further, look at the mailing label on your newsletter.  

In the upper right hand corner you will see your graduation year preceded by a letter of the 
alphabet.  An asterisk follows.  Then, typically a year is listed.  That’s the calendar year your 

membership is paid through.  If you see a year earlier than 2010, you are in arrears.  Please use the 
form on page 7 of this newsletter and renew right now!  It’s only $10.00 per year.  Consider paying 

for several years at once.  If no year is listed, you have never paid dues. Please join today.  
Our current paid membership is 538, yet we mail out about 1,700 newsletters.  Paid memberships 

should be many more than 538.  Please send us your check today. Thank you!

“Hail Sinfonia, Come Brothers Hail!”
By: David R. Young, A62
Do you remember the fun the Brothers of the C. of E. Chapter of Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia used to 
have singing this and other pieces?  Wouldn’t it be fun to gather during the 2010 Reunion in Kansas 
City and sing?  
What was your favorite song from the Sinfonia Song Book?  If you are interested in singing again, 
please send me an email at dyoung3@neb.rr.com or call me at (402) 325-0602.  If you still have your 

song book bring it along.  I’ll make sure to have plenty of copies of a few songs.  Would you like 
to sing a couple selections at the banquet?   Would you like to join with the ladies from 
Mu Phi Epsilon and sing at the Sunday worship service?
Please contact me with your ideas.


